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Welcome to the March 2018 edition of the VOYC Devon Newsletter. We were planning talking 

daffodils and the promises of spring warm days, but as I write there is a yellow weather warning 

across Devon. Wrap up warm, make yourself a hot drink., and snuggle down to read about the 

great things going on in our community. 

 

In this month’s newsletter: - 

Title: report on 3rd Annual Youth Work 

Works Conference 

Meet the team: – Jeanette Marketing & 

Communication Coordinator 

Training opportunities: Safeguarding & 

more  

Events: The Children and Families 

Partnership Voluntary and Community 

Sector Reference Group Meeting. 

Members: meet the new members & 

member benefits  

In The News: GDPR 

Your Voyc: over to you  

Devon Youth Work Works Conference 
Saturday 24th February, we held our third annual Youth Work Works Conference and celebrated SPACE’s 

first anniversary. SPACE launched their A-Z of Good Youth Work, a handy A5 booklet that is also available 

to download as a PDF. They introduced their team, get to know your point of contact for support with 

working with young people. Katie – Exeter, Caroline – West Devon & Torridge, Tom – South Hams, South 

Devon & Totnes & Chris – North Devon. SPACE have launched a package for small groups working with 

volunteers. Training can be brought to an area close to you, assisting you in recruiting, training & 

retaining your team. You can contact them here.  



 We heard from some very passionate 

speakers who shared their good practice. We 

hope to have them as future bloggers & to 

add content to our newsletter. We heard from 

The Bank Youth Project in Ashburton who 

explained that running a successful group 

involves including your community, local 

council, schools inviting the local PSCO’s in 

for a game of table tennis and encouraging 

local fundraising. The Haven, part of Open 

Door in Exmouth take referrals for children 

with mental health concerns. We were talked 

through the stress bucket and a happiness jar. 

I’m sure this resonates with us all, and we 

enjoyed a quick activity to demonstrate this. Sam was up next and explained that he, at the age of 18, is 

now a paid youth worker in the club he has attended since the age of 8. The Yard Youth Group is a vital 

part of Moretonhampstead’s rural community. It was great to see Sam has become a great role model for 

the community. Totnes Rural Action Youth Engagement were inspired to become a charity after Devon 

County Council funding cuts. With the engagement of communities, parents and young people, they now 

support over 150 young people through their youth clubs.  

There were various workshops to attend, including a talk on funding by Sarah Yelland. Devon Community 

Foundation. Sarah explained the background of the foundation and explained that it is a two-round 

process. They encourage you to pick up the phone and discus your project, so they can get to know your 

organization, making it easier to match funders with your project. If you would like to discuss your 

funding needs email Jo@devonfc.com They are also looking for young people to join their grant panel 

and would encourage applications from young people (aged over 18) to become a trustee.  

Meet The Team – Jeanette, Marketing & 

Communications Coordinator  
Each month we will introduce a member of the team, be it a staff 

member, trustee or chair. It makes sense I go first, as I am new 

to the team, so here goes. My name is Jeanette Brown, and I 

have just started at VOYC Devon as the Marketing & 

Communications Coordinator. Please bear with me as I find my 

feet. For 25 years I worked as a beauty therapist. I volunteered 

for a domestic abuse charity, one to one support work and then 

got paid work in the refuge before it closed. I worked as an 

intake worker with the children’s team & then the high risk 

MARAC cases. In 2015 I became a Domestic Abuse Support 

Adviser and carried my own case load. I have also delivered 

http://devoncf.com/
http://devoncf.com/
mailto:Jo@devonfc.com


pattern changing and currently am a director of More Positive Me. I love empowering people to become 

everything they never thought they could. As a single mum, I found my evenings socializing on social 

media, with a love for twitter. I was part of #Devonhour in the early days and currently run #Exeterhour, a 

networking hour on twitter on a Thursday evening 8-9pm where we discus all things about Exeter. It’s not 

everyone’s cup of tea, but I love connecting with people and finding out what’s going on in the area.  

I’m keen to connect with you all and promote all the great things you are up to, I’m a great believer in 

networking on & offline. If there is anything you would like us to share or shout about get in touch, and I 

look forward to connecting with you online. jeanette@voycdevon.org.uk 

Training  

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING - GROUP 2 

Monday 5 March 2018 (9.30 am - 1 

pm).’Awareness in Safeguarding’ is to increase 

awareness and confidence building in respect of 

identification, responding, recording and 

reporting processes involved in child protection. 

It will also raise awareness of legislation, 

attitudes & values and blocks & challenges in 

safeguarding. This is what others have said 

about the course: 

 The course was very detailed and 

professional. 

 Any questions/missing information was 

found out along the way. 

 It’s the best child 

protection/safeguarding course I have 

done to date! 

 Really enjoyable. 

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING - GROUP 

3DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING 

LEADS/OFFICERS 

Monday 19 March 2018 (9.30 am - 4.30 pm) This 

Devon Children and Families Partnership 

(formerly Devon Safeguarding Children Board) 

approved Group 3 training is for members of the 

not for profit children and young people’s 

workforce who have responsibilities in relation 

to advising and supporting other staff 

(paid/unpaid) who may have safeguarding 

concerns, who have the responsibility to receive 

and refer safeguarding information. This also 

includes self-employed ‘stand-alone’ 

practitioners who do not work within an 

organisation (i.e. childminders, private tutors, 

etc). 

 



For more training opportunities look at our Training section on the website 

http://www.voycdevon.org.uk/training-events 

Events  

You are invited to attend The Children and Families Partnership Voluntary and Community Sector 

Reference Group Meeting.  

Date: Wednesday 14th March 2018 

Venue: The 100 Club, Wear Barton Road, Countess Wear, Exeter, EX2 7EH 

Time: 2 – 4pm with tea / coffee available from 1.30pm 

Main Speakers: Mark Gurrey: Joint Chair, Devon Children and Families Partnership and responsible for 

Safeguarding Ashley Arkless: the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) Operations Manager 

This meeting will focus upon safeguarding and I would encourage all organisations to endeavour to get your 

safeguarding lead to join us on the 14th March when you will have the opportunity to:  

 Hear from Mark Gurrey who heads up the safeguarding overview function within the Children and 

Families Partnership (previously Chair of the Devon Safeguarding Children Board). Mark will be 

talking about the current position with safeguarding in Devon. You will also have the opportunity 

to raise any concerns you might have about practice or any issue relating to Safeguarding.  

 Meet with Ashley Arkless who is currently the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) Operations 

Manager to learn about the changes within MASH. 

 Raise any concerns in relation to practice that we need to feed back to the Children and Families 

Partnership through the new engagement process. 

http://www.voycdevon.org.uk/training-events


To book your place email admin@voycdevon.org.uk 

The Devon Children and Families Partnership (DCFP) merged the functions of the Devon Safeguarding 

Children Board (DSCB) and the Children, Young People and Families Alliance (Alliance). Devon Local 

Safeguarding Children Board’s (LSCB) statutory duties are now discharged through this new partnership. 

VOYC Devon has lobbied for there to be a direct route into the new partnership for the VCS. This has 

resulted in the setting up of a new Voluntary and Community Sector Reference Group with its own terms 

of reference. We hope that the VCS will take this chance to have your views heard by coming along to get 

your voice heard. 

The Devon Children and Families Partnership (DCFP) is the local arrangement in place to safeguard 

children and promote their wellbeing. The DCFP arrangements discharges the LSCB requirements and 

whilst these requirements continue to be in force, we continue to meet the current LSCB regulations but 

do so in a different and, we think, increasingly, effective way.  Click here to find out more detail on the 

restructure. 

  

 
Skills SW - 14-15th March 2018, Plymouth 

Pavilions   

Skills South West is held at the Plymouth Pavilions, Plymouth. 

It brings young people from the South West face-to- face with 

employers, training providers, colleges, universities and 

professional bodies. Free to attend, this event will raise 

aspirations, motivate and inspire the next generation using 

hands-on demonstrations and activities. find out more here 

 

 

 

 

For more events and training opportunities, check out the members access only website.  

 

http://skillssw.co.uk/


New Members 

Hello to our new members  

Two Rivers Mission Community – Encounter  Facebook www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org/ 

Holsworthy Moorland Training Group  Facebook 

Exmouth Baptist Church    www.exmouthbaptistchurch.org 

St Andrews Church Youth Work   Facebook standrewscullompton.com 

   

 

Membership of VOYC Devon is FREE  call 01392 250976  or Email:  admin@voycdevon.org.uk 

 

The BENEFITS of membership include: 

An essential weekly Children & Young People News bulletin straight to your inbox - highly topical, 

invaluable local and national news, training and events, funding and analysis of hot topics and key 

policy areas 

Discounted training including child protection training 

Access to hands-on practical help, guidance and support in running your children or young people's 

club or service 

Latest local funding, training and opportunities 

The benefit of being part of a larger network with a strong VOYC at a strategic county level 

Why Join Us? 

VOYC Devon is an independent charity set up in the 1960’s by Devon’s voluntary and community 

youth organisations. It exists to ensure the development and recognition of a vibrant, sound and 

diverse voluntary and community children and young people’s sector that involves, empowers and 

meets the needs and aspirations of children and young people by strengthening and supporting the 

http://facebook/
http://www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org/
http://www.exmouthbaptistchurch.org/
http://bit.ly/2GqRq79%09
http://www.standrewscullompton.com/
mailto:admin@voycdevon.org.uk


work of its network. 

 

Its Aims are to: 

Provide practical help to maintain and develop the children and young people’s voluntary sector to 

enhance work with and the services provided for children and young people; 

Support, develop and promote collaboration and networking to enable the sector to access and 

make appropriate use of a wide range of resources and to help the sector to value and make the best 

use of the people that can support their work with young people; 

 

Enable the children and young people’s voluntary sector to have a voice and influence. 

Advocating on behalf of the VCS ensuring that you have a voice and influence on the design and delivery 

of services. 

 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

Despite Brexit, the UK government has indicated that it will implement the EU’s General Data Protection 

Regulation (GDPR), and this will apply from 25thMay 2018. 

While the principles are similar to those in the Data Protection Act 1988, there are some additional 

requirements that Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations (VCSO’s) need to be aware of. The 

most significant is accountability as the GDPR requires you to demonstrate compliance by design. This 

means ensuring you have adequate systems, contractual provisions, documented decisions about 

processing and training in place. GDPR is in effect forcing VCSO’s to know exactly what personal data 

they hold and where it is located (whether on PCs, on servers, or in the Cloud), and have procedures in 

place to ensure its complete removal when a request to do so is made. 

Under the new regulations, all VCSO’s must keep a thorough record of how and when an individual gives 

consent to store and use their personal data. Organisations will need to understand what data they hold 

and how the personal data is used. 



Consent will now mean you have to have an active agreement. It can no longer be inferred from, say, a 

pre-ticked box. VCSO’s that control how and why data is processed will have to show a clear audit trail of 

consent, including screen grabs or saved consent forms. 

Individuals will also have the right to withdraw consent at any time, easily and swiftly. When somebody 

does withdraw consent, their details must be permanently erased, from the relevant mailing lists as GDPR 

gives individuals the right to be forgotten. 

In the event of a significant data breach, GDPR forces VCSO to inform relevant authorities within 72 hours, 

giving full details of the breach and proposals for mitigating its effects. 

Mark has put together a simple guide, access it here 

Your Voyc  

We want to hear from you. Would you like to appear in next months newsletter? Do you have a young 

person who would like the chance to write some editorial about your club  

r setting? This is your space. We would love to hear from you. It’s not often we get chance to shout about 

all the great work you do, don’t be shy, lets share it, and create a buzz, here and online.  

   Facebook                Twitter 

http://www.voycdevon.org.uk/news/general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr
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